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If ye were of the world, the world would love his own: but because ye 
are not of the world, but I have chosen you out of the world, therefore the 
world hateth you.”—JoHn 15: 18, 19. 
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DISCOURSE BY PRESIDENT — SNOW. 
[Concluded from page 638. 

but what need is there of showing 
why we should do these things. We receive from the different Stakes of 
Zion requests for help, some to build meeting houses and some for other 
purposes. Well, we feel that we ought to help them, because they are 
deserving of help; but we cannot do it. I donot think I will say much 
about the financial condition of the Church. The Church, of course, is 
very much in debt. And I do not know that anybody is to blame for it 
being in debt. It has been partially explained to-day by the brethren, 
and I will leave it in that way. But weare going into debt no longer. 
Al the enterprises that we have gone into, have been for the benefit of 
the people. Well, I do not care to talk about this. It is sufficient to say 
to the Latter-day Saints that we must now pay our tithing. I have 
scarcely ever talked about tithing. I have said it was the duty of the 
Latter-day Saints to pay tithing, but I have never made it a business 
like some of my brethren have. You will not hear much from me now in 
regard to tithing. I simply tell you the truth straight out; and I have 
ta. the Egtter-day Sainte to believe ond: know thas they will respond 
to this. 


22. 


—— 
hes helped vou, as He has helped other portions of the people in Zion. 
He has done this, not because they have done right under all circum- 
stances, not because they have paid their tithing properly, but because 
they have. paid it partially and have done some good. But when the 
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voice of the Lord comes to us and His will is expressed, then is the time 
for us to act. 

Now, I have shaken hands with over 800 children, and I want to see 
those children grow up and become 80, 90, 100 or 140 years of age; and 
this will surely be the case if you will teach them these things that I am 
talking to you about to-day. Teach them to pay their tithing while they 
are young. You mothers, teach your children that when they get any 
money they should pay one-tenth of it to the Lord, however little it may 
be. Educate them to pay their tithing in full. Then we will have a 
people prepared to go to Jackson County. President Smith was talking 
yesterday about the land of Zion. Yes, surely, this entire continent is 
the land of Zion, and the time will come when there will be Temples 
established over every portion of the land, and we will go into these 
Temples and work for our kindred dead night and day, that the work of 
the Lord may be speedily accomplished, that Jesus may come and present 
the kingdom to His Father. He is coming soon, too. But we will not 
hear His voice until we build up Jackson County. Now we should make 
the preparation for this. We are not only going to have Zion throughout 
this continent, but we will have it over the whole earth. The whole earth 
is the Lord’s. The time will come when it will be translated and be filled 
with the spirit and power of God. The atmosphere around it will be 
the spirit of the Almighty. We will breathe that Spirit instead of the 
atmosphere that we now breathe. But now it is for us to make the 
preparation, that we may be worthy to be called into the house of the 
Lord and receive our second blessings. I do not want the presidents of 
Stakes to send any person to our Temples to receive the highest blessings 
that have ever. been bestowed upqn man since the world began, until it 
can be said of him, “He pays his full tithing.” When you find an honest, 
faithful Latter-day Saint who is worthy of receiving His blessings, send 
him along. I do not care how fast they come. The time is now at hand 
when the Latter-day Saints can be greatly and abundantly blessed, so 
that they can make the preparation in its fulness. 

Nov, if I say anything more, I am afraid you may forget what I have 
said—I will take that back; I said it without thought. Vou will not for- 
get, you cannot forget what I have said to you here. I do not know how 
soon we may be called to build up Jackson County; but I feel it is nearer 
at hand than Latter-day Saints generally believe. When you look upon 
Jackson County and its surroundings at the present time, it looks like an 
impossibility. There are perhaps thirty thousand people settled there, 
adjacent to the Temple location, and they are doing business very exten- 
sively. Looking at it naturally, it would seem as if a favorable arrange- 
ment for us to go back there could never arise. But when the Lord sets 
about to accomplish His purposes, He finds it easy to make it effectual. 
It will be so in this. I can imagine several ways in which the road would 
be perfectly clear, and the people be very glad for the Latter-day Saints 
to go back to Jackson county. AsI said yesterday, establish the princi- 
ples of Zion in your hearts, and then you will be worthy to receive Zion 
outside, with beautiful houses and castles, and lovely surroundings, and 
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by and by go into a city the streets of which will be made of pure gold, 
where everything will be just as good and grand as the experience of 
millions of years has given to those who have to do with such buildings. 
Just read the last chapter in the Bible and see what a glorious city 
Latter-day Saints will have the privilege of living in, if they are faithful. 
And we will be able to build cities of our own after a time. It may be 
thought that I am going away into the future; but I do not say any more 
to you than I can find in the revelations of the Lord in the Doctrine and 
Covenants and in the Bible. It is all there; but only those can under- 
stand it who have the Spirit of the Lord. 

I want to say a word or two on another subject. I understand that 
there are in St. George about eighty widows and about one hundred 
marriageable sisters, and there seems to be considerable lamentation in 
regard to this condition. There is no need of this particularly, A lady 
came into our office the other day and asked to see meon a private matter. 
She informed me that she felt very badly, because her opportunities for 
getting a husband had not been favorable. She was about thirty years 
of age, and she wanted to know what her condition would be in the other 
life, if she did not succeed in getting a husband in this life. I suppose 
this question arises in the hearts of our young people, especially the mar- 
riageable sisters and the young widows; and some very foolish doctrine 
has been presented to some of the sisters in regard to this and other things 
of a kindred nature. I desire to give a little explanation for the comfort 
and consolation of parties in this condition. There is no Latter-day 
Saint who dies after having lived a faithful life who will lose anything 
because of having failed to do certain things when opportunities were not 
furnished him or her. In other words, if a young man or a young woman 
has no opportunity of getting married, and they live faithful lives up to 
the time of their death, they will have all.the blessings, exaltation and 
glory that any man or woman will have who had this opportunity and 
improved it. That is sure and positive. Faithful Elders in the Church 
have died without having married. You that have been in the temple of 
the Lord understand the arrangements that are there made for such per- 
sons. Wheres we have the names of husbands and wives who lived a thou- 
sand years ago, they having been married according to the laws then in 
force, we consider that those parties have a right to all the blessings that 
they would have if they. were living now, because if they were honest 
and honorable they did. all that the Lord required of them under the 
circumstances. The Gospel. was not then being preached; therefore they 
could not receive it; but they raised families, and that was the very thing 
that the Lord commanded in the Garden of Eden. The first command- 
ment given was to multiply and replenish the earth. Now we make these 
relations sacred over our altars. People who have no opportunity of 
marrying in this life, if they die in the Lord, will have means furnished 
them by which they can secure all the blessings necessary for persons in 
the married condition. The Lord is merciful and kind, and He is not un- 
just. There is no injustice in Him; yet we could scarcely look upon it as 
being just when a woman or a man dies without having had the oppor- 
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tunity of marrying if it could not be remedied in the other life. There 
would be injustice in that, and we know that. the Lord is not an unjust 
being. My sister, Eliza R. Snow, I believe, was just as good a woman as 
any Latter-day Saint woman that ever lived, and she lived in an unmarried 
state until she was beyond the condition of raising a family. She was 
sealed to Joseph Smith, the Prophet; but she had no children to bear her 
name among the children of men. I cannot for one moment imagine that 
she will Jose a single thing on that account. It will be made up to her in 
the other life, and she will have just as great a kingdom as she would 
have had if she had had the opportunity in this life of raising a family. 

As to plural marriage, I want to say a few words; for I may not have 
the opportunity of bearing my testimony to you again. There is no man 
that lives that had a more perfect knowledge of the principle of plural 
marriage, its holiness and divinity, than I had. It was revealed to 
me before the Prophet Joseph Smith explained it to me. I had been 
on a mission to England between two and three years, and before I left 
England I was perfectly satisfied in regard to something connected with 
plural marriage. When I returned to Nauvoo with my company of about 
250, it was made manifest to me in reference to the truth of this principle, 
I was at Joseph Smith’s one afternoon on a visit, and after conversing 
upon different subjects he asked me to walk out with him; as he wished to 
speak to me privately. We went down to the banks of the Mississippi 
river and sat down on a log that lay there in the sand. Then and there 
he explained to me the principle of plural marriage most perfectly and 
clearly; he told me in regard to the angel coming to him and making this 
principle known to him, and what would follow if he did not practice it. 
He informed me that my sister Eliza R. Snow had been sealed to him, and 
also mentioned the names of others. In that conversation, which lasted 
about half an hour, he told me all about it, and referred to his brother 
Hyrum. 

I know this principle is true, pure and sacred, and I want everyone to 
understand my testimony that it is true as the Lord is true. Yet the 
Lord has seen proper that the principle of plural marriage should no 
longer be practiced. Therefore that Manifesto was issued. I will say 
now before this people, that the principle of plural marriage is not prac- 
ticed. I have never, in one single instance, allowed any person to have 
that ceremony performed, and there are no such marriages at the present 
time, nor has there been during the time of my presidency over this 
church. There is no man or woman that can ever say that any such thing 
as this has been done. The Lord has commanded it, and I see that it is 
carried out. Such marriages are not done. There has been an impression 
in the minds of some that such marriages have been done in the Temple 
at Salt Lake City; but not a single marriage of the kind has ever been 
performed in that temple, nor in any other temple. I want this to be 
distinctly understood. 

Now brethren and sisters, God bless you and pour out His Spirit upon 
you. This may be the last time that I may have the opportunity of 
speaking to you; yet there may be other opportunities. President Smith 
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thought be would not prophesy, but he might just as well have done so, 
and I would have sustained him in it—that there will be a spur of the 
railroad right through here, that you: may go right up to Salt Lake City, 
and then to Brigham City if you want to, on the railroad. If you do as 
I have told you, the blessings of the Lord will be upon you, and He will 
open your way in a manner that will astonish you. Be of good cheer. 
Everything is going along, and prosperity will attend the exertions of 
the Latter-day Saints, victory will be ours, and we shall accomplish the 
very things for which we have come into the world, and be exalted and 
glorified in the presence of God, if we are faithful. Amen. 


AN UNEXPECTED EXPERIENCE. 


Ir was with many strange feelings that the writer journeyed to Halifax, 
to sympathize with an only brother on the loss of a devoted wife aged 63, 
and the mother of quite a family, two of whom had gone before into the 
spirit world, five had married and two remain single; with one exception, 
now in Utah, all the living ones were present, and full of sorrow for a 
mother, good, kind and considerate to a fault. Both husband and family 
will miss a thousand attentions which a self-sacrificing spirit was ever 
ready to bestow. 

President Woolfenden kindly came over from Bradford, from sympathy 
and for comfort, for Elizabeth Naisbitt was becoming quite interested in 
the Gospel of Jesus Christ; and it was the intention, by permission of the 
family, to have memorial services in the Halifax meeting house, at which 
they would all have been present but for the weather, which prevented 
attendance at their usual Church in the Sabbath morning, as is customary 
in religious Yorkshire. 

The circumstances however colored the e nevertheless, and a 
large congregation was comforted and blessed by the remarks made and 
the prevailing spirit, so much in contrast with the services of the occasion 
elsewhere; in fact, it was remarkable how little of sympathy, how little of 
hope, how little light was given and how much the occasion seemed to 
demand. It was remarked that “If all quotation from the Bible and New 
Testament had been eliminated, not a solitary word of comfort would have 
been left,” so spiritually poverty stricken is the routine of so-called re- 

ligion in “this blaze of Gospel day.” 
May the comforting influence of the ever blessed Spirit rest upon the 
stricken husband and family “until the day dawns and the shadows flee 
away.” N. 


“MOTHERHOOD OF GOD.” 


Tur revival among Western nations of a belief in the very ancient doc- 
trine of the feminine element in the Deity, is the subject of an article in 
a late number of the Literary Digest. In this it is pointed out that 
the primitive belief of the Hebrews contained the idea of the dual nature 
of the Godhead; that this feminine element, which of course has been 
recognised in almost all the great religions of the world, ancient and 
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modern, is believed by some to have been existent in the earlier concep- 
tion of the Christian trinity, in which the Holy Spirit represented the 
Divine Woman of the deific family; and that those who accept this view 
find in the high reverence paid to the Virgin throughout the greater part 
of Christendom in all ages, an indication that the religious instinet can 
not permanently dispense with a feminine conception of the divine nature 
as an object of worship. The Literary Digest then goes on to say: 

„In this century several non-Catholic sects, among them the ‘Mormons,’ 
the Shakers, and, most recent of all, the Christian Scientists, have formu- 
lated the doctrine of the Motherhood of God.“ 1 1 

In so far as there is any implication that the “Mormons” believe that 
woman is one of the Divine Trinity, the expression quoted is an error. 
But as to the idea that woman held an exalted sphere in the spiritual 
existence, and will do so in the future, as well as she does in the more 
enlightened conditions of the present, the “Mormons” hold emphatically 
favorably views tersely expressed in the Mosaic account of the creation: 
“So God created man in His own image, in the image of God created He 
him; male and female created He them.” It is not woman in the God- 
head; that is a quorum of Divine personages who preside over or control 
the destinies of the universe—the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. But it is 
woman in the family relation, in sacred eternal union—that, as God holds 
the relation of father, so is there the personal relationship of the feminine 
as mother—the motherhood of God as described in the quotation from 

The elimination of the idea among believers in Christianity of woman 
in holy relationship with the first person in the Godhead is so out of har- 
mony with reason and with scripture, that it is inexplicable except when 
taken in connection with that other fallacy that God is without “body, 
parts or passions,” and therefore is neither male nor female. But as the 
inconsistency of this is being realized, so also is the unreason of the other, 
albeit many mistaken ideas may be substituted by those who are unwilling 
to accept modern revelation in declaring the truth. But the evolution of 
the world’s best thought is being brought by the Divine Power nearer to 
“Mormon” doctrine on all lines; and with regard to the motherhood of 
God this is well expressed in the “Mormon” hymn: 

I had learned to call Thee Father, 
Through Thy Spirit from on high; 
But until the key of knowledge 
Was restored, I knew not why. 
In the heavens are parents single? 
No; the thought makes reason stare! 
Truth is reason; truth eternal 


Tells,me I’ve a mother there.” 
— Deseret News. 


INFLUENCE OF RELIGION ON THE MIND. 


THE doctrine of the materialists was always, even in my youth, a cold, 
heavy, dull and insupportable doctrine to me, and necessarily tending to 


| 
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atheism. When I had heard, with disgust, in the dissecting rooms, the 
plan of the physiologist, of the gradual accretion of matter, and its be- 
coming endowed with irritability, ripening into sensibility, and acquiring 
such organs as were necessary by its own inherent forces, and at last 
issuing into intellectual existence, a walk into the green fields or woods, 
by the banks of river, brought back my feelings from nature to God. I 
saw in all the powers of matter the instruments of the Deity. The sun- 
beams, the breath of the zephyr, awakening animation in forms prepared 
by divine intelligence to receive it, the insensate seed, the slumbering eggs 
which were to be vivified, appeared, like the new-born animal, works of a 
divine mind; I saw love as the creative principle in the material world, 
and this love only as a divine attribute. Then my own mind I felt con- 
nected with new sensations and indefinite hopes—a thirst for immortality; 
the great names of other ages and of distant nations appeared to me to 
be still living around me, and even in the fancied movements of the heroic 
and great, I saw, as it were, the decrees of the indestructibility of mind. 
These feelings, though generally considered as poetical, yet, I think, offer 
a sound philosophical argument in favor of the immortality of the soul. 
In all the habits and instincts of young animals, their feelings and move- 
ments, may be traced an intimate relation to their improved perfect state; 
their sports have always affinities to their modes of hunting or catching 
their food; and young birds, even in the nest, show marks of fondness 
which, when their frames are developed, become signs of actions necessary 
to the reproduction and preservation of the species. The desire of glory, 
of honor, of immortal fame, and of constant knowledge, so usual in young 
persons of well-constituted minds, cannot, I think, be other than symptoms 
of the infinite and progressive nature of the intellect—hopes which, as 
they cannot be gratified here, belong to a frame of mind suited to a nobler 
state of existence. : 

Religion, whether natural or revealed, has always the same beneficial 
influence on the mind. In youth, in health and prosperity, it awakens 
feelings of gratitude and sublime love, and purifies at the same time it 
exalts. But it is in misfortune, in sickness, in age that its effects are most 
truly and beneficially felt; when submission in faith and humble trust in 
the divine will, from duties becomes pleasures, undecaying sources of con- 
solation. Then, it creates powers which were believed to be extinct; and 
gives a freshness to the mind, which was supposed to have passed away 
forever, but which is now renovated as an immortal hope. Then it is the 
Pharos, guiding the wave-tossed mariner to his home—as the calm and 
beautiful still basins or fiords, surrounded by tranquil groves and pastoral 
meadows, tothe Norwegian pilot escaping from a heavy storm in the North 
Sea—or as the green and dewy spot, gushing with fountains, to the ex- 
hausted and thirsty traveler in the midst of the desert. Its influence out- 
lives all earthly enjoyments and becomes stronger as the organs decay and 
the frame dissolves. It appears as that evening-star of light in the hori- 
zon of life, which we are sure, is to become, in another season, a morning 
star; and it throws its radiance through the gloom and shadow of death 
Humpury Davy. 
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THE MORMON MISSIONARY. 


Maxx who meet or hear of the Mormon Missionary know but little of 
the conditions relating to his call to the ministry and the motives that 
prompt a ready and willing response to the same. 

Every adult male member of the Church who is worthy is ordained to 
the priesthood, which, among other duties and responsibilities, includes 
the authority to preach the Gospel and administer the initiatory ordin- 
ances thereof. On receiving this priesthood he is supposed to make him- 
self familiar with the duties of his calling and to be willing to execute the 
same when necessity requires it either at home or abroad. 

When missionaries are needed inquiry is made of the leading authorities 
in the stakes or wards as to who are morally and spiritually qualified to 
do missionary duty, and from those reported, selections are made. Any 
of these may expect at any time to receive a letter from the President of 
the Church asking as to his financial ability and willingness to take a 
mission to some particular country. On receiving a favorable reply, notice 
is sent that he is expected to start on a certain day for his field of labor. 
There is no definite limit to the length of the mission, but all depends on 
the necessities and conditions in his particular field of labor. Each expects 
to remain until he receives an honorable release to return home. 

Of late, numbers of ladies have been called, who are authorized to teach 
the doctrines of the Church, but not to administer the ordinances. 

Unlike the ministers of other denominations, he receives no pecuniary 
reward for his services, but travels for two or three years, bearing his own 
expenses, cheerfully enduring the scoffs and scorn of the world as did his 
predecessors in the days of primitive Christianity, knowing full well that 
his reward is sure if he only holds out faithful to the end. He is often 
called upon to endure the most degrading insults, subject to mob violence, 
and in some parts enduring such indignities as being tarred and feathered, 
flogged, unjustly imprisoned, banished, and, in several instances, murdered 
in cold blood for the testimony of Jesus Christ which he bears to the 
world. 

Surely the sacrifices made by these missionaries in leaving comfortable 
homes, wives and children, relatives and friends, giving up business inter- 
ests, or lucrative positions, should be to the world such a guarantee of 
sincerity and faith in the message they bear as should gain for them, at 
least, some little respect and consideration irrespective of the question a 
to whether their doctrines are true or false, 
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Does the history of the world record anything so anomslous as deceivers 
sacrificing so much to propagate a faith that is so completely bad as the 
enemies of Mormonism claim it to be? Is it probable that these men have 
bean so completely deceived, or is it not just possible that the system they 
represent may have been so distorted and misrepresented by ite enemies 
as to deceive even many fair minded and otherwise liberal hearted people! 

There is another phase of this question that is worthy of serious con- 
sideration, and that is the sacrifice made by the wives and children or 
fathers and mothers of the 1,700 missionaries now in the field. Although 
aware that their loved ones take their lives in their hands, those at home 
seldom hesitate to part with husbands, fathers or sons for a term of years, 
having full faith and assurance that they are bearing the message of life 
to the world, and that it is a special honor to be accounted worthy to be 
ambassadors of Jesus Christ to labor for the redemption of their fellow- 
men, Some have filled five or six such missions extending from two to 
four years. 

Even during the exodus from their homes in Illinois to escape the 
violence of mobs, while they had no houses but were camped on the bleak 
prairies of lowa, the missionary work in both the United States and Great 
Britain was prosecuted with vigor, although five hundred of the most able 
men had joined the army at their country’s call in the war with Mexico. 

Neither was there cessation of this labor even during the days of priva- 
tion and hardships incident to the settlement of Utah when the people 
were put to the most trying straits to obtain even the most common 
necessities of life. 

Many are now traveling without money to pay their way, depending 

on their co-religionists at home to support their families during their 
absence and upon the hospitality of the people among whom they travel 
for food, lodgings and shelter. 
Ik this be fanaticism it should arouse the sympathy of the Christian 
world, and especially of Christian ministers, rather than their enmity and 
ill will. It it be genuine faith it should excite the admiration of the world, 
for no such exhibition of unbounded faith and confidence in the final out- 
come, and on so extensive a scale, has ever been exhibited since the days 
of primitive Christianity. 40 


In the Logan Journal of August 8, we find the following incident in the 
life of Sister Hannah Savage, whose obituary notice appears in this issue 
of the Srar, which is well worthy of record: 

“On the late President Wilford Woodruff’s second mission to England 
accompanied by his wife, Phoebe, and a number of Elders, in those days 
there being no telegraph or cable, no one at the office in Liverpool had heard 
that any Elders were coming, she dreamed that Elder Woodruff and wife, 
also other Elders, were coming on a certain day on a certain vessel, and that 
there would be no one to meet them; and in that dream she was instructed 
to do so. She told her husband the dream, and he went to the church office 
in Liverpool to make inquiries, They told him they had not been advised 


554 LATTER-DAY SAINTS MILLENNIAL STAR. 


of any Elders coming. On the day named in her dream, Sister Savage 
went down to the docks and inquired at the same dock shown her in her 
dream, and they told her that with the incoming tide that vessel would be 
in. Just as soon as the planks were fixed, Sister Savage went on board 
and found President Woodruff and wife. Sister Woodruff exclaimed: 
This lady has come for us’; and what is more remarkable is that Sisters 
Savage and Woodruff had their dreams on the same night. 

president Woodruff and the late President George A. * always 
had a warm greeting whenever they met Sister Savage.” 


PRESIDENT James L. McMvuRRIN returned on Tuesday “a a two weeks’ 
tour through the conferences in Ireland and Scotland. He has nothing 
but good to report regarding the conditions and prospects in these confer- 
ences, and returns in good health and spirits. | 


Dokma the past week fourteen steamers brought to Liverpool from 
various ports of America, 7,713 head of cattle, 549 sheep and 36,371 quar- 
ters of beef. 


RELEASES AND ApporntmEnts.—Elder A. P. ‘Ballinger of the Bristol 
Conference, Arthur Ellingford of the London Conference and Joseph 
Kirkham of the Manchester Conference have been honorably released to 
return home on the s.s. Ethiopia September 16, 1899. 

Elder Richard E. Jones has been released from the Liverpool Confer- 
ence and appointed to labor in the Welsh Conference. : 

Elder F. G. Bateman has been released from the Liverpool Conference 
and ad appelntes to labor in the London Conference. 


ABSTRACT OF CORRESPONDENCE. 


PREsIDENT A. N. MERRILL of the Liverpool Conference gives the following: 
“My determination to leave all men without an excuse, inspired me to 
send the ‘Rays of Living Light’ to each of the various mnie in 
Accrington with the following letter: | 
“REV. 
“Dear Sm: 

“Living, as we are, in an age characterized by liberty of 
thought, and residing in a country noted for its toleration of religious 
views, I trust that I shall not be giving offense by sending you this 
pamphlet, in which are set forth the fundamental principles of the faith 
of the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints. 

“TI also take the liberty to ask you to carefully read this pamphlet i in 
order that you, as a minister, may have a more correct idea of our relation 
to the world and a knowledge of the principles we teach. 

“I, too, am a searcher after truth; and in order to prove all things and 
hold fast that which is good,’ I kindly ask you to please forward to mea 
pamplet in which are set forth the fundamental pie of the church 
of which you are a minister. | 944 
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“Further information in regard to the belief of the Church of Jesus 
Christ of Latter-day Saints may be had on application. | 
Trusting you will kindly oblige me, and that this effort will have 0 
ee ‘unity of the faith,’ 

“T am, Sir, 


4192 Higher Antley St., — N. 


““By their fruits ye shall know them.’ There were in all twenty - two 
‘Rays’ sent, each containing the letter of solicitation. The effort was 
visibly rewarded by the receipt of two recognitions, in each of which 
citation was made to the bible as the treasure-house of their principles of 
belief. One of the two pronounced the ‘Mormon’ religion as being ‘after 
the working of sstan with all powers and signs and lying wonders.’ The 
other sent two small pamphlets, one admonishing to ‘search the scriptures.’ — 
The other on ‘The way we are saved,’ conveyed this startling intelligence 
in conclusion: The carnal mind is always legal, working /for salvation, 
though, alas, in vain! But to him that Worketh not, but believeth on Him 
that justifieth the ungodly, his faith is counted for righteousness” Rom. 4: 
5. We have not a hundredth part to do, no nothing; Christ “Himself 
purged our sine,” Heb. 1: 3. Jesus did it all!’ 

“Through the pages of the Srax I thank the two for recognizing the 
humble effort; and especially the one who offered what he had. There is 
no offense at being ignored by the others, for the ‘Mormons’ have become 
conspicuous by being ignored. We become suspicious, however, of the ones 
who ignore when we judge them ‘by their fruits’ and test their disciple- 
ship by the ancient rule— By this shall all men know that ye are my dis- 
ciples, if ye have love one to another,’ John 13: 35. 

“*Freely ye have received, freely give,’ taught the ‘true shepherd,’ but 
the ‘hireling’ teaches, by example, a very different lesson.” ' 


_ Presmpent J. E. Meexs of the Newcastle Conference writes as follows 
regarding the departure for home of President Thomas Gilchrist: 


“Reluctantly we gave President Gilchrist the farewell hand-shake to-day 
at 1:15 p.m., as he took his leave for Glasgow. There was a goodly number 
of Saints and Elders present at the station to wish him a pleasant journey 
homeward. We feel that the Newcastle Conference has lost a leader among 
men, as he was always ready to stand at the head of his band of Elders, 
and never ask something of them he was not willing to do himself. | 
The methods and means which he has employed in spreading the truth 
condition. 

“The Traveling Elders expressed their love and appreciation of his 
untiring efforts by presenting him on Friday, August 18, an ivory-headed, 
silver-mounted, Malacca cane. The memorial was presented at the close 
of the Priesthood meeting just after he had handed the reins of a 
ence to his successor. 


“Respectfully yours, 
“A. N. Merri, 
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“In the evening Saints and Elders met in a social farewell party at 
Hebburn, with a number of strangers present. The sociable was a grand 
success in every respect and one that merits credit for the Saints. We 
feel to say Brother Gilchrist’s labor has been a boon to the Newcastle 
Conference, as he leaves affairs to-day in a much better condition than 
they were one year ago when he took charge. 

“A speedy and pleasant journey to Zion and a welcome reception on 
arrival is the desire of his co-laborers for truth.” 


PRESIDENT ANDREAS PETERSON of the Scandinavian Mission writes from 
Copenhagen as follows: 

“On the 17th inst. a fire broke out in the back part of the house in 
which we have our office, and the little room where we had stored a large 
stock of books and tracts, was, with our tracts and books, destroyed by 
the fire. The loss is nearly 10,000 kroner and covered by only 8,000 kroner 
insurance, hence there will be some loss to the mission, over which I feel 
very sorry.” 

President Peterson looks on the bright side as well as on the side of the 
loss. He states that the occurrence brought a newspaper reporter on the 

ground, who published an interview together with the “Articles of Faith,” 
and gave a free advertisement to the cause by distributing 20,000 An 
of Faith“ in one day. 


A WONDERFUL MIRACLE. 


THE following letter to the Deseret News will explain itself: 


939 GoLDEN GaTE AVE., 
San Francisco, Cat., 
JUNE 12TH, 1889. 
To THE Eprror: 


The work of the Lord is moving steadily onward in this tniesion and the 
Almighty i is manifesting his approval of our efforts to spread the truth by 
signs and miracles that are truly wonderful. The following is an account 
of a case that is causing considerable stir in the neighborhood where it is 
known: 

T. M. Shaw, one of our members, whose wife is a pillar of the Methodist 
church on Sixteenth street, this city, and whose children belong to that 
church, was baptized a year ago last May. He is a painter and was em- 
ployed as such at the Mare Island navy yard but roomed at Vellejo. 

About ten days ago while at his work he suddenly fell to the ground 
and was unable to rise. The post doctor was called and upon examination 
found that he was stricken with paralysis; the whole right side being 
affected. He was carried out and taken to his room in an ambulance. 
The doctor proposed to give him some medicine, but he positively refused 
to take it, declaring that he would be all right as soon as he could send 
for the Elders and have them come and lay hands on him. The doctor, 
however, told him that he would never walk or have the use of his arm 
or leg again, and in that condition he lay till the fourth day. In the mean; 
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time his wife, Mrs. Shaw, wrote for me to come, but as [ was away the 
letter lay unopened, till she, becoming impatient, came to see why we did 
not respond. On arriving here and making known the situation, two of 
the Elders, F. B. Platt, president of the conference, and J. M. Hess, went 
to Vallejo, arriving there about noon and found Brother Shaw in a piti- 
able condition. His right foot and leg, up to his knee, were apparently as 
dead as though they were a part of a corpse; they were cold and clammy, 
and so with the right hand and arm. He could not move a finger or toe 
on that side. The Elders proceeded to administer to him in the Lord's 
appointed way, anointing him with oil and laying their hands upon him. 
After the prayer, be at once began to open and shut his hand, then raised 
it to his head. Mrs. Shaw, as she saw him do that, gave vent to an ex- 
clamation of surprise and delight. Elder Hess, asked him if he could now 
move his leg, at which he began to move it about; and calling for his 
clothes, dressed and walked about the house and within an hour walked 
out and up quite a hill upon which the house stands. The Elders tried to 
restrain him from moving about so freely, but he declared that he would 
do so. 

During the morning before the Elders came, a kind-hearted neighbor 
came in and while ministering to his comfort pityingly remarked, that he 
‘would never walk again. He at once told her that if the Elders came on 
that noon train, he would call at her house and see her during the evening. 
She said, “Never; it is impossible; you will never have the use of that 
foot or hand again.” Nevertheless, after climbing the hill and returning, 
he declared his intention of visiting the lady. So accompanied by his 
‘wife he walked to her house and knocked at the door. The lady opened 
it and on seeing him threw up her hands and screamed with fright, while 
he, holding out the hand which had been so cold and lifeless, but was now 
perfectly natural, offered to shake hands with her and said, “I told you I 
would come and here I am; and the fact that he was there and his wife 
‘with him, the lady had to acknowledge that a wonderful miracle had been 


performed. 
Brother Shaw has since returned ‘to his home in this'city and the other 
day I with Elder Hess ate dinner with him at his house, he and his wife 
conversing freely upon the wonderful occurrence and upon the precious 
truths of the Gospel, while we all and the children sat at the table. Yes- 
terday he and Mrs. Shaw walked from their house to our hall and attended 
our meeting, a distance of not less than two miles. Brother Shaw believes 
that in a few days he will be able to return to his work at the navy yard. 

It is said that over a thousand men at the navy yard know of this won- 
derful case, and among themselves they account for it by saying that we 
have got two Elders charged with magnetism and electricity and that we 
send them around to do these things. Thus any silly theory is more 
acceptable than the truth. 
All is well in the mission. The 2 to their duty and the 

Respectfully, 
H. Nrn. 


LATTER-DAY SAINTS MILLENNIAL STAR. 
THE NEW TESTAMENT. 


Owmd to the aggressive attitude of “higher criticism,” the question of 
the genuineness of the books of the Bible has of late years been one of 
much prominence in the world of theology. The “criticism,” we believe, 
originated in a desire to remove the historical foundations of the Christian 
religion, in the hope that the superstructure of doctrine would fall. It 
was soon found, however, that the history of the sacred writings was so 
well attested as to render it practically unassailable Then the tactics were 
changed, and an effort was made to prove that the sacred writings have 
no more claim to inspiration than have other ancient records, in which the 
traditions, the philosophy and the poetry of man, thousands of years ago, 
are preserved. 

The Old — was first treated thus “oritically.” By subtle 

sophistries based entirely on the style of the writings, the construction of 
sentences, the choice of words and such other “internal evidence,” the 
conclusion was reached that there is a very small nucleus of historical 
truth in those books, round which the fancy of ages had wound its multi- 
colored fabric. 
This being accepted with regard to the Old Testament, the way was 
prepared for a similar treatment of the New. For it was recognized that 
the two must stand, or fall, together. With regard to the New Testament, 
it was hoped that criticism would prove that it was not known earlier 
than two centuries or more after Christ. 

In view of this theological discussion it is interesting to notice that 
criticism has been compelled gradually to acknowledge that the New 
Testament cannot be disposed of in that manner. Honest criticism is 
being forced to admit that all the New Testament books date from the 
apostolic age, and were written by the authors claimed for them. 
Among the scholars who have recently pronounced in favor of this view, 
is Professor Theodor Zahn of the University of Erlangen. His conclusions 
are quoted in the Literary Digest. He thinks the earliest book of the 
New Testament collection is the Epistle of James, written about 50 a.p., 
or seventeen years after the Crucifixion. The next he takes to be Paul’s 
letter to the Galatians, written three years later. The letters to the 
Thessalonians are supposed to have been written the same year. In 56 or 
57, Professor Zahn thinks, Paul wrote his first epistle to the Corinthians, 
which has been lost, and a few months later the two Epistles to Corinth 
now known as the first and second. The Epistle to the Romans was 
written in the following spring, during the stay of Paulin Greece. In 
the year 61 the Apostle arrived in Rome, and the following year he wrote 
his letters to the Ephesians, Collossians, and Philemon. 

In the year 62 the “second” Epistle of Peter was written, antedating 
the first. In the same year Matthew wrote his Gospel in the Aramaeic 
language, and in the year 63 Paul wrote his letter to the Philippians. 
About the same time he was released from captivity in Rome and went to 
Spain. In the year 64 Peter wrote his “first epistle,” and Mark the 
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Gospel that bears his name. In 65 Paul returned from Spain and 
addressed one letter to Timothy and one to Titus. In the spring of 66 he 
again arrived in Rome and wrote his second letter to Timothy. He 
suffered a martyr's death the same year, or the year following, about three 
years after the death of Peter. 

In 67 the Gospel of Mark was publisbed and the letter of Jude in 78. 
The writings of Luke were given to the world in this year, the Gospel and 
the Acts appearing simultaneously. A third part of Luke's historical 
works, Prof. Zahn thinks, contrary to the author’s intention, was not 
written. The letter to the Hebrews, the author assigns to the year 80, 
and five years later, he believes, the Gospel of Matthew was translated 
into Greek. The Joannine writings are thought to be the last, and the 
Apocalypse is believed to date from the year 95, or 62 years after the 
crucifixion. 

. According to this chronology the entire New Testament was written 
within the brief period of 45 years, and several years before the disappear- 
ance of the last Apostle of our Lord from this sphere of action. The con- 
clusion arrived at is exceedingly interesting in view of the bold assertions 
of “higher critics” regarding the biblical writings, for if the genuineness of 
the New Testament be admitted, the genuineness and authenticity of the 
Old Testatament follows, and “higher criticism” is deprived of its corner 
stone. 

The importance of the results of this evidently very painstaking inves- 

tigation, appears in the fact that it vindicates practically the dates 
assigned by previous scholars to the various books, according to the testi- 
mony of early ecclesiastical writers. Thus, for instance, the Gospel of 
Matthew has been regarded as written some time between 37 and 63 A.D.; 
the Gospel of Mark between 48 and 65; that of Luke in the year 62 or 63, 
and that of John about the year 97, and so on throughout the entire col- 
lection of New Testament writings. 
Professor Zahn differs with the majority of scholars ng the 
Epistle to the Hebrews as written after the death of Paul, and the Apoc- 
alypse as the last book of the New Testament. Perhaps a further inquiry 
‘will cause a still closer approach to the generally accepted view on these 
points, for, be it remembered, the questions involved in this investigation 
were thoroughly gone over in the early days of the Christian churches, 
and the conclusions arrived at were based on the most convincing evi- 
dence. Inquiry at this time on that subject can but traverse the ground 
already searched at that early age, and the result must be similar. 

To the Latter-day Saints the question has, perhaps, not the same impor- 
tance as to other denominations of the Protestant world, because they are 
not dependent exclusively on the written word, having revelation and 
inspiration to guide them in matters of faith and practice. Still, the 
genuineness of the sacred books is a matter of great importance to them, 
inasmuch as those books prove that the Gospel revealed in this age is that 
of the first Church of Jesus Christ. Wecannot dispense with the Bible as 
one of the great witnesses to the truth and one of the standards of the 
Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints.— Deseret News. 


